
Art & Design 

 

Intent 

The intent for art and design is based on our curriculum driver: Be Brave. This driver underpins our approach to learning by 

providing opportunities for all our children to challenge themselves, take risks and build resilience.  We will offer a range of 

engaging and intellectually stimulating activities and experiences which allow children to develop their imagination and creativity 

across a range of key skills. It is our intention, to deepen children’s knowledge, skills and understanding when revisiting and 

reflecting on prior knowledge, so that changes can be made to the children’s long-term memory. Our intent is that pupils: 

• View art as a creative process which everyone can be successful in, and they can recognise in their own sketchbooks. 

• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. 

• Gain knowledge from experts, exploring a range of new ideas and using a range of materials. 

• Will develop their knowledge and understanding of a variety of skills and techniques artists’ use. 

• Begin to evaluate their own work and that of other artists. 

• Are reflective when using sketchbooks as a reference point and a reminder of key techniques. 

 

Implementation 

In Foundation 2, we follow the EYFS Statutory Framework and we introduce the subject of art and design through the specific area 

‘Expressive Arts and Design’.  In Key Stage 1, we follow the National Curriculum.  Across the academic year, children will deepen 

their knowledge and develop skills across 3 areas of art.   

• Autumn term: Drawing 

• Spring term:  Painting and Mixed Media  

• Summer term: Sculpture and 3D  

We have sequenced the art and design curriculum in this way to ensure that children are broadening and building on prior skills as 
they move through their year. With each new unit explored, the children. We have chosen to start the academic year with 



‘Drawing’ to build a strong foundation for other areas of art.  Additionally, through early mark making, children will have some 
experience of drawing and using drawing tools. Children then explore key skills in painting to further consolidate their 
understanding of 2D artwork before moving onto 3D sculptures later in the year.  
  
Longitudinal learning is a fundamental part of the learning in art and design and underpins every lesson. It is incorporated into 

each art and design lesson and is supported by regular routines and activities. The longitudinal learning in art and design is, ‘to talk 

about and describe the work of a range of different artists. 

At the start of each session, the children do a quiz which recaps on all the previous unit’s learning in art and design. The quality of 
teaching and learning in art and design is monitored and moderated throughout the year. Lessons are designed to promote 
reflective and active learning using practical and meaningful experiences to enable opportunities for all children to succeed.   

 

Impact 

All children will be exposed to high quality teaching and learning that contributes to deep learning and changes being made to their 

long-term memory.  We assess this against the art and design knowledge progression framework we have created for our school.  

As a school, we understand that deep learning takes place when knowledge and skills are revisited regularly.  The children will be 

given the opportunity to apply their existing knowledge and skills.  New learning will be taught all the time whilst revisiting prior 

learning.  In this way, learning will take place over an entire Key Stage, enabling the children to revisit learning regularly whilst 

adding new ideas, knowledge and skills.  By the end of their time at Woodthorpe Infant School, our children will have developed 

skills needed to be an artist, craft maker and designer and understand how they can apply these in Key Stage 2 and in future 

careers. 

 

Art and SEND 

For pupils with SEND, adaptations may be made in art which are based on the child’s individual needs.  We ensure that pupils with 

SEND are appropriately challenged in art by: 

• Using teaching methods which match the needs of children. 



• Chunking content into smaller steps and ensuring the curriculum is designed to reduce excessive or unhelpful demands on 

working memory. 

• Ensuring adaptations are based on individual needs and aim to retain ambition for pupils with SEND. 

• Understanding that, for pupils with more complex SEND needs, it may be appropriate to have different curriculum 

expectations. 

 

 


