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Digit formation 
phrases

SUPPORTING CHILDREN TO  
DEVELOP FLUENT HANDWRITING

Number Mnemonic Formation phrase

Start at the top and go all around the tortoise’s shell.

From the meerkat’s neck, straight down to its feet.

From the swan’s eye, all around its neck and along its wing.

From the butterfly’s head, around its top wing and around its 
bottom wing.

From the crocodile’s nose to its cheek and along its jaw. Lift off 
and go down the stick.

From the seahorse’s snout to the back of its head, down its 
neck and around its tummy.
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Number Mnemonic Formation phrase

Down the stalk and around the apple.

From the giraffe’s nose to its ear and down its neck.

From the flag, draw an S, then loop back around the racetrack.

From the dinosaur’s eye, around its head and down its neck.


